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After visiting several kshetras these pilgrims reached
Sri Kalahasti where a king named Simhadwaja was
conducting a spring festival (Vasanthostava) for Sri
Kalahasteeswara. Various halls and arches were erected and
decorated with festoons and flags. During the nights the
entire arena was lit with numerous lamps. The idols of Sri
Kalahasteeswara and Gnanaprasunamba were richly
adorned with jewels and flowers and seated on splendid
chariots. A number of musicians and dancers vied with one
another in exhibiting their skills. At last a famous dancer
by name Viswamohini who was surpassingly beautiful and
extraordinarily talented entered the stage, With her artful
glances and dexterous movements coupled with her
melodious voice and rhythmic steps, she held the audience
spell-bound. Even long after the performance was over
people lavished their praises on her. The pilgrims of the
village enquired more about her and came to know that she
charged one hundred gold coins for entertaining her
paramours. On .reaching home they narrated their
experience in the various places visited by them. But
Saranga was all ears for the account they gave in respect of
Viswamohini. He was infatuated on hearing about her
handsome features and her dexterity in dancing. He at once
discarded his wife and children and left for Sri Kalahasti
with a lot of money. Securing a house close to hers he
invited Vishwamohini and told her that he heard about her
beauty and her ability in dancing. He confessed that he
was a brahmin by name Saranga who was eamoured by her
and requested her to entertain him every day. He agreed
to pay her a hundred gold coins per day in return. She
consented. For several days she pleased him by indulging
in various ways enjoined in the Kamasastra. He considered
himself to be in a heaven on earth till all his money was
exhausted. When he entered her house empty handed,
Vishwamohini mercilessly drove him out. Thoroughly
disappointed, he went back weeping bitterly.